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areas. Public sector policies of dispersed responsibility and 
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and solve their health system problems with local efforts and 
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this document have been compiled with that goal in mind. They focus 
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RURAL MEDICAL SERVICE FUNDING: 
ISSUES AND ALTERNATIVES 



INTRODUCTION 



Medical care in America is an issue of increasing importance. 
Access to medical care has become, in^^e opinions of most 

Americans, a right. Although =P«f ^^„^„Vn "%hat attitude £S 
right entails have never been agreed "P°"' ^^e^^^^^^^ "to 

encouraged efforts by the private and public sectors to 
!nc?easl the accessibility of medical care to ^11^^^^'^/.°^ 
the population. However, increasing sophistication of ^^^ical 
systems and technology and the legal ^^Pl\^f^Vt°"%^?J 
malpractice, continue to raise the costs of health care 
production, allocation, and maintenance. 

certain characteristics of rural areas make them especially 
suScli?ible to deficiencies in the allocation of medical 
?esoSces A prevalence of hazardous occupations, low incomes 
fow edSI;tionii levels, a dispersed P°P"1^^>°"' , \^°t on 
population of senior citizens, and ''^^'^^''y^^''^' ^J^^j;^^^"" 
the overall health profile of rural areas. By almost any 
definition rural America has traditionally been -ed^c-lly 
underserved. Infant mortality has been .h^^her, ratios of 
practitioners to patients lower, and per capita spending 
lower in rural areas than urban areas. . According to federal 
Government definitions in the late 1970 s, while rural 
inhaMtants comprised 27% of the population living in nonmetro 
a?eas they made "p 55% of those living i^J^edically Undeserved 
Areas and 51% of those in Health Manpower Shortage Areas. 

PuDlic sector policies of dispersed /^JP^"",^^^^^^^^^^"^ 
privatization have made it more important that lo"'^/^^^^ 
identify and solve problems with their own efforts and 
reJource^s. Initiatives to finance medical services w^ll^oj^ 
often have to be original and tailored to specific s^t^^^i^^ 
The citations listed have been compiled from a variety or 
sources with that in mind. They are all recent and focused on 
alternatives or original approaches to providing medical 
services in times of financial stress. 
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